Pangani Lutheran Children Centre

ITEMS OF PRAYER CONCERN
The HIV positive diagnosed children and their friends.
Apart from reaching out for ten more children next year we are also in need of a
classroom for those with learning difficulties.
Christmas is here another time for the children to join their close relatives.
Some children have parents/guardians but they cannot join them this season
due to the instabilities in these families.

NEWS IN BRIEF

F R I E N D
A friend in need is a friend indeed.
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My dears PLCC friends,

» 9th September a group of 4 women,
two of them story tellers from St.
Paul’s Lutheran Parish, New York
visited PLCC.
» New co-workers with Rev.& Mrs.
Hinderlie - ELCA regional representatives for Eastern Africa, Visited
PLCC on Nov.7th. Our hearts are
cheerful as new hands join our circle
to serve the Lord through PLCC
Ministry. Welcome Rev. Debora and
Dr. Troester.
» On November 26, 11 members of
Leo Spur Beauty, Nairobi together
with Eva Lyatuu (chairlady of

Leo Spur Beauty group with Notburga House girls and staff

Mathare women group) visited
PLCC. Read more in online news…
» On December 22, we will celebrate
PLCC Christmas party and also confirm 8 PLCC girls.

PLCC ONLINE – www.PLCC-Nairobi.org

Since June 2013 PLCC
is presented with its information, pictures and
news in the internet. We
invite all of you to explore what PLCC is like,
how we serve the girls
and what’s going on in
PLCC.
Your comments, questions and suggestions are
very welcome as they
will help us to improve.
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Normally in the beginning of every year
when PLCC social workers go out for
new admits from the street, we look at
the children and wonder if it would be
possible to bring any change in their
lives. When we get them, they look
dirty, worried and together with their
guardians they use informal languages to
communicate. Apart from that they seem
aggressive and these miserable behaviors lead to the physical look of the person.
But, having in mind that crop growth
and yield is limited by the nutrient that
is in shortest supply relative to the biological requirement of a crop; in general
human understanding it is impressive to
think of how a seed germinates. When a
seed is planted, it is not easy to see the
process of producing the first leaf followed by flowers and finally fruits for
use. This is how now we see the nine
beautiful girls who were brought to the
centre in the beginning of this year.
Glowing faces, friendly look, and all
happiness can bring to a physical appearance of a growing child. This is because of services and the environment
given to support the education they get
from both public and informal schools
which has contributed fully in bringing
this fruitful change.
In the past years we have been developing individual counselling for those who

went
through
traumatising
events
while on
the
streets.
The
healing
process
has been encouraging but not without
leaving scars in one area of their lives.
As you read through this newsletter you
will find that the good things God has
done to the PLCC ministry is a true testimony of a changed life. And this
would not have been possible without
the help and support from people who
read from us, visited us or heard from a
friend and decided to participate with us
in spreading the wonderful news.
We hope the spirit of support will continue to be a witness of the work done at
PLCC as we plan to help in making a
difference in the lives of these girls.
With this information, PLCC family
would like to invite you to hold hands
with us as we continue to reach out for
the less fortunate in the community and
wish you Merry Christmas and a happy
new year 2014.
With warm regards, Mary Mshana

THEY HAVE NOT LEFT ME OUT
I am a single mother of one child and
staying in one of the slums in Nairobi.
PLCC social workers met my girl in the
year 2007 idle along the narrow paths of
the tiny slum houses because I was unable to take her to school. After some
follow ups my daughter was taken to
school. The fact that I depended on casual jobs such as washing clothes from
one house to another, some days I would
go back home without a cent. This kind
of jobs someone cannot be sure of because they are available once or twice a
week. So even though my child went to
school I was still to struggle for the food
we could eat. So the situation of getting
a job got worse but all along God was on
my side.
Again PLCC through the hand stretch
program came to my rescue and lent me
a loan for starting a small business. I
started a business of selling charcoal and
paraffin. This changed my situation and
I never lacked a daily bread for the rest
of the family. This business boosted our
life because I was also able to refund the
loan while PLCC is still taking care of
my child and paying her school fees.

They have not left me out; they have
trained me as a weaver and have given
me a job to do in the Weaving unit.
From June 2011 to Jan 2012, I was under training, and now I am working as a
weaver. For this reason I appreciate
PLCC because after finding a needy
child from the streets they do not end
there. They do visit the slum areas to see
where the child come from which in the
process find even more needy children
like mine. I can now earn salary at the
end of the month for the family needs
and also take care of my sister’s two
boys who were left under my care. May
God bless PLCC.

April 2013 meeting with PLCC parents
and guardians. The image of a tree with
deep roots was used to talk about fruits
and problems of our lives and the activi-

ties, thoughts, friends, communities, and
prayers that ground us.

I WANTED TO BE FREE AND TO “ENJOY LIFE”
ments. I could not hide my happiness so
most of the time you could see me
proudly smiling.
Life continued very well until I reached
standard seven. I used to perform very
well in school and my teachers were
proud of me. However, at this point, I
changed from being a good girl to a bad
girl. I joined bad company. I wanted to
be free and to “enjoy life”. It got worse
and I started telling lies. I continued
with the same attitude until I got into the
next class (primary 8). There, I got so
confused that I could not tell what I was
doing. Since I was living with a relative,
while being supported by PLCC, I
started missing school without her
knowledge. Every week I could miss 2-3
days. This made the teachers so angry
that they decided to suspend me from
school. I missed doing the KCPE examination then.
I thought that PLCC would not want to
listen to me, but I was wrong; after all
what I had done! PLCC was able to forgive me and gave me a second chance.
Here I am now, I have finished my
Kenya Certificate of Primary Examination, which I could have otherwise not
done, had it not been the patience of
PLCC. I therefore promise not to let
them down, by passing this examination
with good marks, to enable me join secondary school. Pray with me as I trust in
God for a bright future.

Eunice, weaver

COUNSELING SERVICES AT PLCC
Leslie Weed-Fonner, a clinical social
worker, is working with the PLCC
housemothers and girls in Ongata Rongai. Leslie, along with her husband,
Pastor Michael G. Fonner, are missionaries with the ELCA, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, assigned to
KELC and working at the Dagoretti Parish, Nairobi International Lutheran Congregation, and PLCC.
Leslie meets with each of the housemothers individually to discuss, in confi-

dence, concerns about themselves, their
own families, and their work. She also
meets with some of the girls individually
to provide a safe, confidential opportunity to talk about themselves, their families, their current lives, and hopes for the
future. The focus for everyone is to support their strengths, examine the impact
of their past, support them in the present
and to continue to move forward.
In addition, Leslie presented an interactive talk about “healthy Living” at the
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It has been years since I was on streets
struggling to find anything to fill my
stomach with. That time, I used to go
hungry for many days. This went on until I got a Good Samaritan who helped
me with my basic needs. She protected
me from harmful things that were happening around me. She took us in and
loved us as her own children
A few days later I was brought to PLCC.
I was happy as a king as tears of joy
flew down my cheeks forming a clear
pattern of number eleven. I thanked God
for the best of luck he had granted unto
me. During the first days, I was very shy
and didn’t want to engage with other
people because I was afraid of them.
After some days, I enjoyed my stay at
PLCC. That is when my life started to
make its shape.
After one year of training on how to interact with others in PLCC, I was taken
to school. At school they paid my daily
expenses such as school fees, food and
provided me with all my school require-

Jane
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